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woman, was an artist, a good musician, and had a taste in
literature which was highly esteemed. For a long time she
had been interested in Benjamin. When she called on Mrs.
DJIsraeli, she liked to find this handsome youth who, one
day, would be lying on the drawing-room carpet amidst piles
of books, and the next, would come down from his room
with boxing-gloves still tied over his lace cuffs. She had
instantly realized that his frivolity was only an affectation.
She had confidence in him, and inspired him with con-
fidence. With her he lowered his defences, taking off mask
and breast-place, was simple and sincere, confessing his
fears, his reverses, his desires. He knew that she was honest,
and that pleased him. He was afraid of love. Alexander and
Caesar did not weep at a woman's knees. The curious thing
is that he simultaneously remained sentimental and contin-
ued, as in his childish dreams, to seek a mysterious princess
to whom he could devote himself. Mrs. Austen brought him
the chivalrous emotion of feminine companionship without
the obligations of a liaison. Nothing could be better.

He confided to her that he was working on a novel; and
when he had finished it, she offered to read his manuscript
and, if she thought it successfully carried out, to submit it
to her friend Colburn, who was then the most enterprising
publisher in London. D'Israeli sent the-manuscript to his
fair neighbour, and next day received an enthusiastic letter.
It was agreed that in order to excite Colburn's curiosity she
would submit the novel without the author * s name. Only she
and D1 Israeli would know the secret; and for greater
security she copied the whole manuscript in her own hand.

Colburn was a master in the arts of publicity, and
immediately saw the possibilities of this anonymous satire.
In all the newspapers and all the reviews, short paragraphs
announced the forthcoming publication of a society novel
from the pen of an author who, for obvious reasons, could